THU APR 1

‘…If God has given you leadership ability…’   Romans 12:8  NLT

It’s Tough Being a Leader

Pastor, you know you’re having a really bad day when you finally remember the name of the person you promised to visit in the hospital – while reading the obituaries; you can’t find the book of Obadiah while leading a Bible study; your treasurer sends you a postcard from Geneva; you are informed that the youth group used steel wool sponges for the car wash; at a wedding, you call the groom by the bride’s former boyfriend’s name; your personal parking spot gets relocated – to a restaurant half a mile away; you preach the same sermon for the second week, and nobody notices; the church votes to change your day off to Sunday. 


Seriously, if God has given you leadership ability, remember what sets great leaders apart. First, they’re facilitators. They realise that nobody will ever be what they ought to be until they’re first doing what they ought to be doing, and that the way to fulfill your calling is to help others discover and fulfill theirs. Second, they’re courteous. They never look down or talk down. They don’t have one set of manners for important people and another for the less important. To them, everybody is important because everybody has God-given potential; they just work to bring it out. Third, they’re decisive. As a leader you’ll be remembered for two things: the problems you created and the ones you solved. Yes, you’ll make mistakes, so learn humility, hunger for personal growth, draw strength from God, and hopefully do it better next time.

Friday April 2 – Good Friday

‘And they crucified him.’
Mark 15:24 NIV

Crucifixion


In The Expositor’s Bible Commentary C Truman Davis, MD writes, ‘What is crucifixion? A medical doctor provides a physical description: ‘As he slowly sags down…on the nails in the wrists, excruciating pain shoots along the fingers and up the arms to explode in the brain; the nails in the wrists are putting pressure on the median nerves. As he pushes himself upward to avoid stretching torment, he places the full weight on the nail through his feet. Again he feels the agony of the nail tearing through the nerves between the bones of the feet. As the arms fatigue, cramps sweep through the muscles, knotting them in deep, relentless, throbbing pain. With these cramps comes the inability to push himself upward to breathe. Air can be drawn into the lungs but not exhaled. He fights to raise himself in order to get even one small breath…hours of this limitless pain, cycles of twisting, joint-rending cramps, intermittent partial asphyxiation, searing pain as tissue is torn from his lacerated back as he moves up and down against the rough timber. Then another agony begins: a deep, crushing pain in the chest as the pericardium slowly fills with serum and begins to compress the heart. It is now almost over; the loss of tissue fluids reaches a critical level; the compressed heart is struggling to pump heavy, thick, sluggish blood into the tissues; the tortured lungs are making a frantic effort to gasp in small gulps of air. He can feel the chill of death creeping through his tissues…finally he can allow his body to die.’ The Bible records it in these words: ‘And they crucified him’. What wondrous love is this?

Saturday April 3 – Easter Saturday

‘O death, where is your victory?’
1 Corinthians 15:55 NLT

His resurrection – and ours!


Human ashes have been sprinkled into the sky from airplanes and spread over the ocean from ships. But Brian Kelly had something more glorious in mind. Kelly, who worked for a professional fireworks shop, requested that his ashes be put in a twelve-inch-round firework shell. On Friday, August 12, 1944, at a convention of fireworks technicians near Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, they shot that shell into the sky. It created two silvery comet tails as it ascended into the night sky, then it exploded into red and green stars. You have to admit, that’s a pretty spectacular way to go. But our resurrection will far surpass that four-second arc of light and color. Instead of a cannon report, there will be the awesome blare of the trump of God and the majestic voice of Jesus calling us from the grave. In glorious resurrection bodies like that of Jesus Christ Himself, we will ascend into the clouds and meet the King of Kings. Paul describes it: ‘Our bodies now disappoint us, but when they are raised, they will be full of glory. They are weak now, but when they are raised, they will be full of power…It will happen in a moment, in the blinking of an eye, when the last trumpet is blown. For when the trumpet sounds, the Christians who have died will be raised with transformed bodies. And then we who are living will be transformed so that we will never die. When this happens…then at last the scriptures will come true: Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting? (1 Corinthians 15:43-55 NLT).

Sunday April 4 – Easter Sunday

‘”Because I live, you will live also.”’
John 14:19 NKJV

Last Post and Reveille


It’s said that Winston Churchill planned his own funeral in St. Paul’s Cathedral. He included great hymns of the church. After the benediction a bugler positioned high in the dome played the Last Post, the bugle call that is played at military funerals. Next, another bugler, placed on the other side of the great dome, played Reveille. ‘It’s time to get up. It’s time to get up. It’s time to get up in the morning.’


On Easter morning Jesus rose from the dead, heaven sounded Reveille, and the promise was fulfilled: “Because I live, you will live also.” What a message! And it means two things for every follower of Christ: 1) When it’s ‘goodnight’ here, it’s ‘good morning’ over there 2) When you lose a loved one at death, the parting is only for a moment but reunion will last for all eternity. Paul writes: ‘If we have hope in Christ only for this life, we are the most miserable people in the world. But the fact is that Christ has been raised from the dead. He has become the first of a great harvest of those who will be raised to life again. So you see, just as death came into the world through a man, Adam; now resurrection from the dead has begun through another man, Christ. Everyone dies because all of us are related to Adam, the first man. But all who are related to Christ, the other man, will be given new life. But there is an order to this resurrection: Christ was raised first; then when Christ comes back, all his people will be raised’ (1 Corinthians 15:19-23 NLT). Hallelujah!

Monday April 5

‘O Death, where is your sting?’
1 Corinthians 15:55 NKJV

The sting has been removed


The story’s told of a boy and his father driving down a country road on a beautiful spring day when a bee flew in the car window. The boy who was allergic to bee stings, was terrified. The father quickly reached out, grabbed the bee, squeezed it into his hand and then released it. The boy grew frantic as it buzzed by him. Again the father reached out his hand, but this time he pointed to his palm. There, stuck in his flesh, was the stinger of the bee. ‘Do you see this?’ he asked, ‘You don’t need to be afraid any more. I’ve taken the sting for you.’ The message of Easter is, as a believer you don’t need to fear death because Christ has died and risen again. The sting has been removed. Death is not the end, it’s just the beginning!


Job, who’d experienced the tragic loss of seven sons and three daughters in a single day, asked, ‘If a man dies, shall he live again?’ (Job 14:14 NKJV). He needed an answer! We all do. Five chapters later he got one: ‘I know that my Redeemer lives, and He shall stand at last on the earth; and after my skin is destroyed, this I know, that in my flesh I shall see God, whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. How my heart yearns within me!’ (Job 19:25-27 NKJV). The Psalmist rejoiced in the same hope: ‘As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake in Your likeness’ (Psalm 17:15 NKJV). Rejoice: Christ’s resurrection guarantees yours!

TUE APR 6

‘…the world offers… a craving for everything we see…’   1 John 2:16 NLT 

The Cry of an Empty Heart

A Christian author writes, ‘There was a teenager with lots of friends who excelled in school… But looks can be deceiving. I know. I’m that girl. At 7, a neighbour molested me… at 8, I watched my grandfather collapse with a stroke… at 10, my dad left and never returned… my parents divorced… my world got worse by the year. I asked Christ into my life but I still felt guilty, dirty, disappointed, scared, unworthy and empty. I said, “God, if you won’t fix my life, I’ll do it myself.” I satisfied people through achievements, but inside I was empty and aching. I gave in to temptation… by crawling into bed with another searching-for-love soul; two people trying to feel complete and looking in the wrong places…Growing inside were seeds of guilt, shame and disgust. After years trying to fill the emptiness… I realised Jesus had been in my heart since the day I asked Him, and He alone could fill it completely. I’m older now… far from perfect, but I’ve learned that nothing in this world can satisfy the desires of the heart… if it could be found in looks… clothes… relationships… my heart wouldn’t have hurt. None of these do what Jesus does. Don’t be fooled by the world’s promises; believe the promises of God. You’re His child. He loves you and wants a relationship with you no matter what you’ve done.’ 

A hymn writer wrote, None but Christ can satisfy; none other Name for me! There’s love, and life, and lasting joy, Lord Jesus, found in Thee!

WED APR 7

‘God blesses those who are humble [gentle]...’   Matthew 5:5 NLT

Gentleness

The word ‘gentleness’ sounds so much like weakness that we are tempted to think of the word ‘wimp’. Nothing could be further from the truth! Jesus said, ‘Blessed are the meek [gentle], for they shall inherit the earth’ (Matthew 5:5 KJV). Notice, the gentle don’t strive, manipulate or compete like others, yet they inherit everything. When you ‘inherit’ something you don’t have to strive for it, you receive it because you’re loved, valued, and part of the family. 


Gentleness is born of love. It refuses to rush to judgment; doesn’t drop names or force its way because it has nothing to prove; is troubled when the structure, the budget or the corporate image becomes more important than the people we’re called to serve; is grieved when the schedule leaves no time to stop and care for the young, the old, the sick or the hurting. Gentleness is a virtue hard to find in a society that admires toughness. We’re encouraged to get things done and get them done on time, even though people get trampled on in the process. Success, accomplishment and productivity count, but at what cost? There’s no place for gentleness in such a milieu. 


Paul was a powerhouse for God, yet he wrote, ‘…we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children’ (1 Thessalonians 2:7 NIV). A gentle person treads lightly, listens carefully, looks tenderly, and touches with reverence and sensitivity. The gentle know that true growth requires nurture, not force. So let’s dress ourselves in gentleness, for in our tough and unbending world, gentleness is a vivid reminder of God’s presence among us. 

THU APR 8

‘…if a woman has a husband who is not a believer…’   1 Corinthians 7:13 NIV

When Your Mate Doesn’t Share Your Faith (1) 

Living with an unbelieving mate is both a challenge and an opportunity. It’s a challenge because believers and unbelievers see life differently. And it’s an opportunity because God can use you to close the gap and win them to Christ. But for that to take place you must make two commitments. First, commit yourself to the goal of their salvation; second, commit yourself to your own growth through loving them and living with them. Once you’ve committed, you’re ready for this practical and helpful counsel. 


Remember the unbeliever’s spiritual limitations. ‘Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has come!’ (2 Corinthians 5:17 NIV). Only when they’re ‘in Christ’ can they be a ‘new creation’. Only then will ‘the old’ go! The old will dominate until they receive the new. ‘That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit’ (John 3:6 NKJV). Remember, the unbeliever suffers from spiritual birth defects they can’t overcome until the new birth corrects them. ‘…the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so… those… in the flesh cannot please God’ (Romans 8:7-8  NAS). If they don’t love God’s Word, prayer and church like you do, it’s because they’re controlled by the flesh and are ‘not even able’ to. So have realistic expectations. Remember what you were like BC (Before Christ)? Be patient, loving and kind while God does His work in them.

FRI APR 9

‘…if a woman has a husband who is not a believer…’   1 Corinthians 7:13 NIV

When Your Mate Doesn’t Share Your Faith (2) 

Don’t be surprised when you get opposition. ‘I think my husband liked me better before I became a Christian and started to go to church,’ a woman complained to her pastor. The pastor reminded her that spiritual warfare is part of the Christian life, and because believers and unbelievers are on opposite sides, she shouldn’t be shocked. Jesus laid down the dividing line: ‘He who is not with Me is against Me…’ (Matthew 12:30 NKJV). That’s strong language! Neutrality isn’t an option in this conflict. We are either on one side or the other. Jesus said, ‘If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you… If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you… all these things they will do to you for My name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent Me’ (John 15:19-21 NKJV). Don’t take opposition personally. It’s not about you, it’s about His name. He, not you, is the target, and He can handle the flack!


You say, ‘What should I do when I am criticised and misunderstood?’ Try to stay detached from personal offence so that you can continue to love the person and be in a position to win them to Jesus. ‘Bless those who persecute you… Repay no one evil for evil… live peaceably with all men… do not avenge yourselves… Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good’ (Romans 12:14-21 NKJV). Try it – it’s Christ’s winning strategy!

SAT APR 10

‘…if a woman has a husband who is not a believer…’   1 Corinthians 7:13 NIV

When Your Mate Doesn’t Share Your Faith (3) 

Accept your mate as they are. Take the conditions off your love – as God did for you. ‘God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us… when we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son…’ (Romans 5:8-10 NIV). Love them with no requirements. That means, first, to accept them without criticism. ‘Don’t criticise, and then you won’t be criticised… others will treat you as you treat them’ (Matthew 7:1-2 TLB). Criticism always creates a stand-off on spiritual issues. Instead, find qualities in them to compliment and you’ll generate openness. Second, accept them without comparisons. ‘I wish you were more like Tom. He and Lucie go to church together every Sunday and they have a great marriage.’ You’re comparing apples with oranges! He’ll hear you say he’s not as good a husband as Tom, and he’ll grow to despise Tom, the church, and anything else you compare him to. Accept him as he is. Third, accept them without change. People resent demands for change, but often do change once they feel truly accepted as they are. Change is the Holy Spirit’s job, not yours. ‘…He will convict the world of guilt… sin and righteousness…’ (John 16:8 NIV). First, let God’s Spirit change you. Our partner’s behaviours are usually responses to us. When you change, your partner is responding to a different you, and will be more likely to change voluntarily. Follow God’s model: first, He accepts; next, He reconciles; last, He changes people! ‘…at just the right time… Christ died for the ungodly’ (Romans 5:6 NIV). It worked on you!

SUN APR 11

‘…if a woman has a husband who is not a believer…’   1 Corinthians 7:13 NIV

When Your Mate Doesn’t Share Your Faith (4) 

A wise wife listens to God. When you know things your partner doesn’t about God and His Word, it’s hard to resist ‘demonstrating your knowledge’. But it’s an art God wants you to master. Here are two Bible principles that will help you to lead, not push, your husband closer to God. First, the principle of submission. ‘Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behaviour of their wives’ (1 Peter 3:1 NIV). Submission to the needs of others is hard on our pride, especially when we know we’re scripturally right. The need to be ‘right’, however, will sabotage your hopes for your mate’s salvation. The words, ‘in the same way’, refer to 1 Peter 2:21-25 where Jesus submitted to injustice, to save us. To submit is Christ-like. It’s also the best method of getting yourself out of God’s way so God can work on your mate. Second, the principle of silence; ‘[That] they may be won over without words.’ To protect your marriage and save your husband, God exempts you from the role of being His mouthpiece. However sincere, don’t ‘preach’ at him. That includes placing Bibles, spiritual books and CDs where he can’t miss them. If you do, he’ll tune you out for sure. ‘How else will he get the message?’ you ask. ‘…by the behaviour of their wives… a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God’s sight’ (1 Peter 3:1-4 NIV). Try it God’s way!

MON APR 12

‘…If [a man] has a wife who is not a believer…’   1 Corinthians 7:12 NIV

When Your Mate Doesn’t Share Your Faith (5)

A wise husband listens to God: ‘…husbands… live with your wives in an understanding way… show her honour as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered’ (1 Peter 3:7 NAS). In this verse, the original Greek word for ‘understanding’ implies seeking, enquiry and investigation, which are all action verbs. As a husband you must try to understand your wife. That means avoiding three things: being passive, presumptuous or pressuring. Nothing opens our hearts like feeling cherished and understood by those we value. It provides validation, which, for your wife, is more valuable than information. For a wife who doesn’t share your faith, an understanding husband is God’s greatest asset. So, don’t overreact when problems arise. Stay calm and handle things graciously. Use your ‘sound mind’ (2 Timothy 1:7 KJV) to discern the needs and causes behind her behaviour. Ask yourself, ‘Does she resent church because I put it and my Christian friends before her?’ Make it a priority to learn to meet her needs. ‘Show her honour’ (1 Peter 3:7 NAS).  If she feels taken for granted or neglected your words will fall on deaf ears. Love her, and she’ll listen to you. Place her needs ahead of your own; regularly acknowledge her value to you; remember her feminine vulnerability and handle her sensitively. Follow God’s instructions confidently, faithfully and patiently, ‘…so that your prayers will not be hindered’ (1 Peter 3:7 NAS). Neglect them, and you are praying in vain. Simply do your part, pray in faith, and leave God’s part to Him! 

TUE APR 13

‘…Jesus stooped down...’   John 8:6 NKJV

Lift Them!

Remember the woman ‘caught in the act’ of adultery? The Pharisees stooped to pick up stones. Jesus stooped to pick her up. Which group are you in? You can’t be choosy about who you help. Some of us think we should only help those who believe like we do. No. ‘…uphold the weak, be patient with all’ (1 Thessalonians 5:14 NKJV). 


There’s a story about a guy who fell into a pit and couldn’t get out. A subjective person came along and said, ‘I feel for you down there.’ An objective person came along and said, ‘Well, it’s logical somebody would fall down there.’ A Pharisee said, ‘Only bad people fall into pits.’ A judgmental Christian said, ‘You deserve your pit.’ A realist said, ‘Now that’s a pit.’ A geologist told him to appreciate the rock strata in the pit. A tax agent asked him if he was paying taxes on the pit. A self-pitying person said, ‘You haven’t seen anything until you’ve seen my pit.’ An optimist said, ‘Things could be worse.’ A pessimist said, ‘Things will get worse.’ Jesus, seeing the guy in the pit, reached down, took him by the hand and lifted him out of the pit.


Have you noticed how Jesus ends his famous parable about the Good Samaritan? ‘… “Go and do likewise”’ (Luke 10:37 NKJV). You have power to affect the lives of those around you. Your encouragement can be the difference-maker in someone’s day, week or even life, sending them in a whole new direction. But it’s difficult to encourage people if you don’t know what they need. So become a student of people. Learn what makes them tick, know what lifts them.

WED APR 14

‘…you… tested us… refined us like silver… brought us to a place of abundance.’   Psalm 66:10-12 NIV

It’s a Test of Faith

When Jesus explained the cost of following Him, some of His disciples walked away. Yet the impact of those who didn’t is still felt in the world today. By the time they wrote their epistles, His apostles had learned to see every test in life as a chance to strengthen their faith and multiply their effectiveness.


Tests of faith are opportunities to surrender something of value to God, even when we have the right not to. In a test of faith you’ll feel assaulted and stretched by circumstances, yet not distant from God; tried by them, but not judged or guilty. The Psalmist writes, ‘For you, O God, tested us; you refined us like silver… you brought us to a place of abundance’ (Psalm 66:10-12 NIV). A test of faith doesn’t really test anything unless it pushes you beyond your last test – past what you’ve already proven! If you try to run or pull back each time you reach what seems like your limit, you’ll never know how much you can trust God – or how much He can trust you. The fire that refines us like silver can come as a job lost, a relationship lost, good health lost, or a reputation lost. But with God, the end result is never in doubt. If you’re wondering today, ‘How much more can I take?’ listen to the words of Bishop JC Ryle: ‘This only we may be assured of, that if tomorrow brings a cross, He who sends it can and will send the grace to bear it.’ In God’s kingdom it works like this: ‘Faith tested, character refined, abundance given.’

THU APR 15

‘In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne…’   Isaiah 6:1 NIV

God Is Still on the Throne!

The Bible says that in the end times certain things will happen. For example,  1) ‘…you will hear of wars… famines... and earthquakes…’ (Matthew 24:6-7 NKJV). For much of the world, these things are now a daily reality. 2) Jesus said, ‘…many will come in My name… and will deceive many’ (Matthew 24:5 NKJV). In recent years we’ve seen the rise of false prophets claiming to speak for God. (3) Jesus also said, ‘…you will be hated… for My name’s sake’ (Matthew 24:9 NKJV). Christians are under attack worldwide in places like China, Sudan, Africa, Saudi Arabia and North Korea. 4) Another example is when Jesus said, ‘…this gospel… will be preached in all the world… the end will come’ (Matthew 24:14 NKJV). Technology is making this increasingly possible through print, TV, radio and the internet. 5) God said, ‘…the removal of those things that are being shaken… that the things which cannot be shaken may remain’ (Hebrews 12:27 NKJV). All around us corporate executives are caving in to greed while our financial security goes up in smoke. But take heart, Child of God – when governments flounder and leaders fail, God still rules, His Word still stands, His plans are still being fulfilled. Isaiah wrote, ‘In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted…’ ( Isaiah 6:1 NIV).

 That’s all Isaiah needed to know, and it’s all you need to know too! God’s not pacing the streets of heaven worrying about what’s happening. He’s still on the throne, so fix your eyes on Him and keep them there! Charles Spurgeon said, ‘God has promised to keep His people, and He will keep His promise.’

FRI APR 16

‘…My purpose is to give them a rich… satisfying life.’   John 10:10 NLT

Have a Not-to-Do List

Jesus wants you to enjoy a ‘…rich… satisfying life’ (John 10:10 NLT), without getting bogged down by things that don’t add value or meaning. Life coach Robyn Coffman says, ‘Clutter isn’t only what you can see; it’s what you can’t see. It perpetuates your overloaded schedule, endless commitments and overwhelming fears. A cluttered mind means over-thinking, over-reacting, over-analysing, over-worrying and over-committing.’ So, Run on sentence here

de-clutter your mind by giving yourself permission to have a not-to-do list: Not to feel guilty for saying no to something that may be good, but not right for you. Not to worry about how well-adjusted your kids will be as adults. Not to hang something new in your wardrobe without giving something away. Not to feel over-responsible for everybody else’s well-being. Not to answer the phone after a certain time each night. Not to say yes just because you’ve been invited. Not to schedule busy activities on Sundays and family days. Not to buy something just because it’s on sale. Not to think you have to make a meal requiring more than three ingredients, do laundry, clean the house, and spend quality time with your family all on the same day. Not to ruminate over your own, or other people’s mistakes. Not to compare yourself. The more you give yourself permission not to do, the more you free yourself to live a centred, abundant life. And God will help you to live this way. Listen: ‘He gives power to the weak… those who trust in the Lord will find new strength…’ (Isaiah 40:29-31 NLT). Make spending time with God each day a priority, and everything else will fall into place.

SAT APR 17

‘…“Be fruitful...” ’   Genesis 1:28 NKJV

Are You Bearing Fruit? (1)

When God created man, the first thing He said to him was, ‘…“Be fruitful...” ’ (Genesis 1:28 NKJV). Jesus picks up the same theme: ‘…I chose you… that you should… bear fruit, and that your fruit should remain…’ (John 15:16 NKJV). The word ‘remain’ means you should be focusing on your character, your eternal rewards and the building of God’s kingdom, not your own short-lived agenda. Jesus also said, ‘Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away…’ (John 15:2 NKJV). You ask, ‘Does that mean I lose my salvation?’ No, He was speaking about branches ‘in Me’, proving that it’s possible to be a believer yet not bear fruit. The Greek translation of ‘take away’ is airo, which means ‘to lift’. New branches have a tendency to trail along the ground. But they don’t bear fruit there. When the rain comes they get muddy and mildewed, sick and barren. So, does the vine dresser throw them away? No, they’re too valuable for that. He goes through his vineyard with a bucket of water looking for fallen branches, lifting them out of the dirt and washing them off. Remember His words: ‘You are… clean because of the word which I have spoken to you’ (John 15:3 NKJV). Once they’ve been washed he lifts them, wraps them around the trellis, ties them securely, and soon they’re thriving and bearing fruit. So the word for you today is: whether you’ve fallen into the dirt or just settled for living beneath your potential, God won’t throw you away. He will lift you, cleanse you and help you to flourish again. 

SUN APR 18

‘…“Be fruitful...” ’   Genesis 1:28 NKJV

Are You Bearing Fruit? (2)

Jesus said, ‘…every branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more fruit’ (John 15:2 NKJV). Without periodic pruning a vine will only produce a fraction of its potential harvest. Vineyards have only one purpose: to produce grapes. Energy spent on anything else is wasted. The pruner has four things in mind: removing what’s dead or dying; making sure sunlight gets to the fruit-bearing branches; increasing the size and quality of the grapes; encouraging new grapes to develop. To make room for the kind of abundance Christ redeemed you for, He will cut away the parts of your life that are draining precious time and energy from what’s truly important to Him. To accomplish this, He will even risk you misunderstanding His methods. His purpose for your life requires the cutting away of bad habits and attitudes, wrong relationships, lesser priorities, and anything that distracts you from your highest calling. Are you praying for God’s blessing in your life? Are you asking Him to make you more fruitful in His service? Then get ready for the shears! Pruning is how God answers such prayers. Sometimes we blame the devil or other people for the loss of certain things in our lives. No, ‘He prunes.’ Today, if God is pruning you; 1) pay attention; don’t waste this season of preparation. 2) Ask God whether you’re being pruned for greater fruitfulness or disciplined because of sin – there’s a difference. If it’s sin, repent and get back on track as quickly as possible. 3) If your response to the pruning process is right, you’ll begin to move from barrenness to blessing.

MON APR 19

‘…“Be fruitful...” ’   Genesis 1:28 NKJV

Are You Bearing Fruit? (3)

Ten times in six verses Jesus tells us to ‘abide’ (John 15:4-7, 9-10 NKJV). Why? Because it’s not natural! Jesus knew that in the coming years His disciples would be called upon to produce enough fruit to cover the world. But you can’t even begin to have that kind of impact without first achieving the one thing you’re likely to neglect, or allow to be crowded out of your life – more of Him! Things will arise each day to keep you from spending quality time with the Lord. And as for an extended period of time to wait in God’s presence – that’ll take an effort equal to an act of Parliament. So you’ve three options. First, live a worthless life. ‘If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered…’ (John 15:6 NKJV). The word withered means ‘worthless’. Don’t spend your life on worthless things. Second, accept God’s discipline. ‘No chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness…’ (Hebrews 12:11 NKJV). What’s God after? Fruit, and He will do whatever it takes to get it. We all have our ‘pruning stories’. God’s discipline usually starts with a sin problem: an unconfronted behaviour or attitude. And it ends when the problem ends. The discipline doesn’t have to continue – it’s up to us! We only experience pain as long as we hang on to sin. Third, stay close to God. If you draw spiritual nourishment from Him each day, if you allow the power that flows through Him to flow through you, nothing will keep you from reaching the abundant life Jesus promised.

TUE APR 20

‘I must work the works of Him who sent Me…’   John 9:4NKJV

Zeal 

The Bible word for passion is zeal. Without it, life can become pretty drab. Everything is a ‘have to’ and nothing is a ‘want to’ or a ‘must’. Zeal keeps you going when others quit. It pushes you through the toughest times and gives you energy you didn’t know you possessed. Nothing can take its place. Opportunity can’t, for example. Opportunity may open the door, but without zeal you won’t make the most of your opportunities and you won’t get to your destiny. Howard Hendricks said, ‘You don’t put live eggs under dead chickens.’ That’s what opportunities are to people without zeal. Knowledge can’t replace zeal. Some of America’s worst presidents are reputed to have been the smartest. And some of the greatest, such as Abraham Lincoln, had very little formal education. A résumé may get you through the door, but that’s as far as it will get you. Talent won’t replace zeal either. There are many people in the world with great natural talent who never achieve personal or professional success. Talent is like money; it only grows when you put it to work. Finally, others can’t. You will never be successful without the help of others, but merely being surrounded with the right people doesn’t guarantee success. A team with no heart won’t succeed. Zeal is the difference-maker. And one of the secrets of having zeal, is knowing that God has truly called and gifted you to do a certain thing. Jesus said, ‘I must work the works of Him who sent Me.’ This kind of zeal is not taught but ‘caught’’ so if you’re lacking in it today, spend more time with Jesus.

WED APR 21

‘…They shall obtain joy and gladness; sorrow and sighing shall flee away.’   Isaiah 51:11 NKJV

How to Get Over Your Past (1)

All of us have chapters we wish we could rewrite. Dr Harold Bloomfield says, ‘Unresolved emotional pain wreaks havoc on your immune system, cardiac function, hormone levels, and other physical functions. We must make peace with our past because our life may literally depend on it.’ To get over your past you must, first, run on sentence here start looking at it differently. Reframe it. Ask, ‘How did it make me stronger? What do I know now that I didn’t know then?’ Don’t focus on what you lost, but on what you gained. Second, understand the difference between guilt and shame. Guilt is feeling bad about what you’ve done – it’s healthy; shame is feeling bad about who you are – it’s toxic and debilitating. All of us have things we’d like to change about ourselves, but when God created us He said, ‘…it was very good…’ (Genesis 1:31 NKJV), so start seeing yourself as He sees you. Third, stop punishing yourself with the ‘if only’s’. After stumbling badly and having God pick him up, David wrote, ‘Happy is the person whose sins are forgiven… whom the Lord does not consider guilty…’ (Psalm 32:1-2 NCV). Forgive yourself; God has. Because He sees you through the cross, you are ‘accepted’ (Ephesians 1:6 NKJV). Finally, move from pain to gain. Healing takes time, so expect some anger, fear and sadness. Don’t disown them; they’re part of the process. But don’t adopt them either; know when it’s time to move on. You can’t walk backwards into the future, and the future God has in mind contains more happiness than any past you can remember. 

THU APR 22

‘…“Behold, I make all things new.”…’   Revelation 21:5 NKJV

How to Get Over Your Past (2)

Your past can either be an albatross around your neck, or the wind beneath your wings. So, run on sentence accept what happened. If you don’t, you’ll keep reliving it. While working in the Congo as a missionary, Helen Roseveare was brutally raped. Writing about it she says, ‘I must ask myself, “Can I thank God for trusting me with this experience, even if He never tells me why?”’ The secret of trust doesn’t lie in answers; it lies in acceptance. It’s knowing that in the midst of whatever has happened, is happening or will happen, God is in control. Either you fix your mind on that and determine to live again, or go through life feeling like you never got a fair shake. Then, you must bury the past or live with its ghosts. Rehashing old hurts is like watching the same movie over and over, hoping for a different ending. It’s not going to happen! Learn from it and move on. You don’t drown by falling into the water, you drown by staying there. Get out of the blame game. Blame is a waste of time. When you blame yourself you multiply guilt, chain yourself to the past, and increase your already low self-esteem. When you blame God you cut yourself off from His power, doubt replaces trust, and you put down roots of bitterness that make you cynical. When you blame others you add to the distance between them and you, and lose the only option that works – forgiveness. Instead, trust the One who promised to ‘make all things new’, and move forward.

FRI APR 23

‘…“Come to me…Let me teach you…”’   Matthew 11:28-29 NLT

Jesus Is the Only Way

Imagine you’re a child studying astronomy. You read about the first mission to the moon and you begin to ask your teacher all sorts of space travel questions. ‘What’s it like on the moon?’ The teacher replies, ‘Well, I would guess’ or ‘I think’ or ‘perhaps’. She’s never been there. But next day Astronaut Neil Armstrong enters your classroom. ‘Now ask your questions,’ the teacher says, and Armstrong answers each with certainty. He knows the moon; he’s walked on it. No speculation or hesitation – he speaks with conviction. So did Jesus: ‘…He taught them as one having authority…’ (Matthew 7:29 NKJV). Jesus knows the dimensions of heaven. He knows the words of the songs sung by the angelic choir. He has unrivalled knowledge of God – and He wants to share His knowledge with you: ‘…no one truly knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him’ (Matthew 11:27 NLT). But notice what Jesus says next: ‘…“Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens… Let me teach you… and you will find rest for your souls’ (Matthew 11:28-29 NLT). Underline the words ‘Let me teach you’. ‘Let me teach you how to handle your money, your marriage, and your mood swings. Let me teach you how to live the right way on earth, and how to go to heaven when you die.’ And don’t we need to learn? The age of information has become the age of confusion: too much know-how, and hardly any know-why. We need answers. Answers only Jesus has. ‘But can I trust Him?’ There’s only one way to find out! 

SAT APR 24

‘Looking diligently… lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you...’   Hebrews 12:15 KJV

Guard Your Heart

The phrase ‘looking diligently’ comes from the Greek word episkopos, which means to supervise, oversee, and correct (It’s where the word ‘bishop’ originates). So you are the overseer of your heart. Each day you must monitor, direct and correct what goes on there. You can’t blame your bad attitude, resentment and unforgiveness on others. You are responsible! When somebody offends you, it’s up to you whether or not you let bitterness take root. You can’t control what other people do, but it’s the ‘inside’ part – the part you can control – that God holds us accountable for. You get to decide whether or not irritation turns into anger, anger into resentment, and resentment into retaliation. Paul says, ‘Looking diligently lest any… root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and… many be defiled’ (Hebrews 12:15 KJV). The reason weeds take over a garden is because the gardener doesn’t pull them up fast enough. When your garden is choked by weeds you can’t say, ‘I don’t know how it happened!’ When you are ‘looking diligently’ you will see them moving in. The only way to stay free of the weeds the enemy wants to sow in your life is to be attentive to the condition of your heart. When you’re faced with a hurtful, offensive situation, refuse to let a wrong attitude take root and produce bad fruit. Instead, ask God to help you replace those destructive thoughts with mercy and forgiveness towards the people who hurt you. The Bible says, ‘Above all else, guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of life’ (Proverbs 4:23 NIV). 

SUN APR 25

‘nor give place to the devil.’
Ephesians 4:27 NKJV

Don’t Give the Devil a Place

When (the late) pastor Adrian Rogers wanted to attract birds to his garden, a neighbour told him, ‘If you create the right environment they’ll come.’ So he bought the right kind of food, the right kind of birdhouse, mounted it on the right kind of pole, and enjoyed hosting a variety of birds. Rogers pointed out that many of us unwittingly roll out the welcome mat for the devil by creating an environment where he feels right at home. Satan can’t take any ground you don’t give him. He’s looking for an environment where he can live comfortably. 


If you’ve given the devil a place in your life today, you can reclaim that lost ground. First, by faith: ‘…every child of God defeats this evil world… through our faith’ (1 John 5:4 NLT). God empowers us for spiritual warfare, and that power is released through faith. Knowing who you are in Christ gives you confidence. Second, by resisting: ‘…submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you’ (James 4:7 NKJV). Only as you submit to God, will you have the power to overcome the devil. You must come against him in the Name of Jesus and the authority of God’s Word. Third, by fighting: ‘Put on the full armour of God so that you can… stand against the devil’s schemes’ (Ephesians 6:11 NIV). Remember, ‘The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God… will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand…’ (1 Corinthians 10:13 NLT). You don’t have to beg God to give you power to defeat the devil; it’s already yours. ‘…I have given you authority… you can walk among snakes… Nothing will injure you’ (Luke 10:19 NLT). Learn to walk in it!

MON APR 26

‘…be… gentle, showing… consideration for all.’   Titus 3:1-2 NAS

Learn to Respect Differences

None of us escapes adversity; Jesus told His disciples, ‘…In this world you will have trouble…’ (John 16:33 NKJV). But Verdell Davis writes, ‘Though we may endure the same disease, broken relationships, disability and failure, trying to compare sufferings is to ignore the unique dynamics of each individual life. To listen to stories in an Alcoholics Anonymous meeting where all are brought together by their common addiction is to find that each pain, each heartache, each loss, each interplay of relationships is highly charged with some twist no one else in the room has experienced in quite the same way. We must resist seeing our own sorrows as more devastating or less important than someone else’s. Mine are unique to me, and if I’m going to deal with them honestly and openly, I must accept that what’s going on, deserves my respect.’


Paul writes, ‘…be… gentle, showing… consideration for all…’ (Titus 3:2 NAS). Respect the differences between yourself and others, even when you’ve been through a similar experience. Don’t barge in with a three-point sermon and a pre-planned speech. ‘The wise are known for their understanding, and pleasant words are persuasive’ (Proverbs 16:21 NLT). You can’t go wrong with somebody who’s hurting by simply showing up, giving them a hug, letting them know you care and that you’re praying for them. It may be clichéd, but it’s still true: people don’t care how much you know, until they know how much you care! You don’t demonstrate the love of God by being pushy, opinionated and acting like a know-it-all. You only do so by being ‘…peaceable, gentle, reasonable, [and] full of mercy…’ (James 3:17 NAS). 

TUE APR 27

‘…[His…experience] making Him perfectly [equipped]…’   Hebrews 5:9 AMP

Learn from Experience (1)

Have you ever looked for a job, only to discover that all the positions you were interested in required previous experience? It’s frustrating; how can you get the experience without having the job? When the new bank president asked the old one the secret of success he said, ‘Making good decisions.’ ‘How do I do that?’ he asked. The old one replied, ‘Experience!’ Puzzled, the new one asked, ‘How do I get experience?’ The old one replied, ‘By making bad decisions.’ Experience is a tough teacher; it gives you the test first and the lesson later. God looks for experienced help! When you work for Him, He uses everything you’ve been through, no matter how painful. He sees it all as ‘tuition paid’. Jesus ‘…learned… obedience through what He suffered… [His… experience] making Him perfectly [equipped]…’ (Hebrews 5:8-9 AMP). Perspective changes everything, especially when you learn to see your life’s experiences through fresh eyes. For example, suffering in a particular area – such as guilt, fear, anger, addiction or insecurity – qualifies you to understand and help others. Experience isn’t what happens to you, as much as what you do with what happens to you. So with that in mind, ask yourself, ‘Could my pain become someone else’s gain? Could a ministry to others come out of this mess?’ When you experience times of testing, you’ve two choices: give up, or grow up. Peter trembled at the question, ‘…“You are not also one of His disciples, are you?” 

He denied it and said, “I am not!”’ (John 18:25 NKJV). But when he repented and reconnected with Christ after the resurrection, he was filled with God’s Spirit and ended up leading the church. Experience – there’s no substitute!

WED APR 28

‘…the Lord gives wisdom…’   Proverbs 2:6 NKJV

Learn from Experience (2) 

Contrary to what you may have heard, experience is not the best teacher – evaluated experience is the best teacher! Everybody has some kind of experience; it’s what you do with your experience that matters. We all begin our lives as empty notebooks. Every day we’ve an opportunity to record new experiences. With each page we gain more understanding. Ideally, as we progress our notebook becomes filled with observations. But not all of us make the best use of our notebooks. Some of us leave the notebook closed; we rarely jot down anything at all. Others fill their pages but never take time to read them, reflect on them and gain greater wisdom. But a few of us not only make a record of what we experience, we linger over it and reflect on it. Reflection turns into insight, so that we not only live the experience, but learn from it. We all know people with lots of knowledge, but little understanding. They have the means, but they don’t know the meaning of anything. What’s the problem? Their life experience is void of reflection and evaluation. When 25 years go by they don’t gain 25 years experience, they gain one year of experience 25 times! To win in life you must turn your experience into wisdom. So, slow down. Wisdom is gleaned over time, not overnight. Then, drill down. The treasure is there, but you have to dig for it. Finally, get down. Yes, get down on your knees and talk to God, because ‘…the Lord gives wisdom…’   (Proverbs 2:6 NKJV).

THU APR 29

‘…get understanding. Exalt her, and she will promote you…’   Proverbs 4:7-8 NKJV

Learn from Experience (3)

When it comes to experience, we all experience more than we understand. Baseball player Earl Wilson said, ‘Experience enables you to recognise the mistake when you make it again.’ Let’s face it – too much happens to us in life for us to be able to understand all of it. No matter how smart we are, our understanding will never catch up with our experience. So we must make the most of what we can understand. At the end of each day we should ask, ‘What have I learned today?’ Our attitude towards unplanned and unpleasant experiences determines our growth. Steve Penny, head of S4 Leadership Network in Australia, observed, ‘Life is full of unforeseen detours. Consequences happen which seem to completely cut across our plans. Learn to turn your detours into delights. Treat them as special excursions and learning tours. Don’t fight them or you will never learn their purpose. Enjoy the moments, and pretty soon you will be back on track again, probably wiser and stronger because of your little detour.’ Lack of experience is costly. Our greatest ignorance is not of what we have yet to learn, but of how little we really know. Harry Golden remarked, ‘The arrogance of the young is a direct result of not having known enough consequences. The turkey that every day greedily approaches the farmer who tosses him grain is not wrong. It’s just that no one has ever told him about Thanksgiving.’ You can’t avoid making mistakes but you can limit them, grow through them, and not keep making the same ones. 

FRI APR 30

‘Happy is the man who… gains understanding.’   Proverbs 3:13 NKJV

Learn from Experience (4) 

The truth is that experience is costly. You cannot gain experience without paying a price. You just have to hope that the price is not greater than the value of the experience you gain. And sometimes you cannot judge what the price will be until after you have gained the experience. Further, not learning from experience is more costly. It’s tragic to pay the price for experience and not learn the lesson. But that’s often what happens. When an experience is negative we want to run away from it and say, ‘I’ll never do that again.’ No, don’t run away from your experiences; instead, evaluate and learn from them. Remember, evaluated experience lifts you above the crowd. People who make it a practice to reflect on their experiences and learn from them are rare. But when you meet one, you know it. There’s a story of a fox, a wolf and a bear who went hunting together. After each of them caught a deer the bear asked the wolf how they should divide up the spoils. He said, ‘Everyone should get one deer.’ At that point the bear ate the wolf. Then the bear asked the fox what he thought. The fox offered the bear his deer, and suggested the bear ought to take the wolf’s deer as well. ‘Where did you get such wisdom?’ asked the bear. ‘From the wolf,’ replied the fox. The school of life offers many difficult courses. Some we sign up for, others we find ourselves taking unexpectedly. All can teach us valuable lessons, but only if we desire to learn and are willing to reflect on these lessons.
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