SAT MAY 1

‘Your words were found, and I ate them ...’ Jeremiah 15:16 NKJ

Don’t eat junk

A woman bought a parrot and then returned him to the pet shop the next day. ‘This bird doesn’t talk,’ she told the owner. 

‘Does he have a mirror?’ asked the owner. ‘Parrots love mirrors. They see themselves and start up a conversation.’ So the woman bought the mirror. Next day she returned. The bird still wasn’t talking. ‘How about a ladder? Parrots love walking up and down a ladder. A happy parrot is more likely to talk.’ The woman bought a ladder. The third day, she was back again and the bird still wasn’t talking. ‘Does your parrot have a swing? If not, that’s the problem. He’ll relax and talk up a storm.’ The woman reluctantly bought a swing and left. When she walked into the shop the next day, she wasn’t impressed. 

‘The parrot died,’ she said. The pet shop owner was shocked. ‘I’m so sorry. Tell me, did he ever say a word?’ he asked. ‘Yes, right before he died’ the woman replied. ‘He said, ‘Don’t they sell any food at that pet shop?’’ 

Do you get it? You can spend your whole life on mirrors, focussing on appearance; on ladders, focusing on being the best or the most popular; on swings, focusing on entertainment but starve to death spiritually. Don’t fill up your life with so much junk that you forget about the most important thing; God’s Word. Fill yourself up with that every day, and you’ll thrive spiritually.

SUN MAY 2

‘”… I will draw water for your camels also …”’ Genesis 24:19 NKJ

Bekah’s story (1)

Do you have any idea how much camels drink? One camel can drink about 40 gallons; that’s 92 two litre bottles! So ten camels ... well, do the maths. That’s a lot of water!

Now imagine you don’t have a single tap in your town, just an old-fashioned well. If you popped out to get yourself a drink, and just happened to see some bloke hanging out by the town well with ten camels, what would be the logical thing to do? Probably run, quickly, before he had a chance to collar you to help! 

But that’s not what Rebekah did here. Read the whole story in Genesis 24 to get the bigger picture. Basically, Abe wanted to find his son Isaac a good wife (that’s the way they did it in those days – less romance, more practicality). So he sent his old servant out, and he prayed that God would make it clear who she was. Bekah came along and was willing not only to stop what she had been doing (getting her own water) so that the servant could have a drink, but also to stay and give all ten of his camels a drink of water. All 1800+ litres of it! That’s not a small offer – it would have taken hours. 

So why did she offer it? Because she was a kind, generous and godly woman, who saw that serving others was a great thing to do. Come back tomorrow to see what happened next.

MON MAY 3

‘”… I will draw water for your camels also ...”’ Genesis 24:19 NKJ

Bekah’s story (2)

So, Bekah spends hours getting water for the camels, just ‘cos she’s nice and loves helping other people out. I think we could all learn a thing or two from Bekah. She expects nothing at all in return for what she’s done: amazing. How easy do you find it to do nice things for people, when you know you won’t get anything back?

Anyway, back to Bekah. Suddenly, the servant Eliezer brings out a nose ring and a couple of bracelets, and asks if he can stay the night. Would alarm bells be ringing for you? Not for Rebekah; she rushed home, to try and help. What a woman. This time though, Bekah did get rewarded for her kindness. We don’t get told how many times she’d shown kindness to strangers before, but I get the impression this wasn’t the first time. When she stopped in her tracks to help Eliezer, she had no clue that he was going to make her an offer that would change her life; that those same camels would transport her back to Isaac, make her his bride, shower her with great wealth and make her a privileged ancestor of Christ. 

Tip: if you want to get ahead in life, show up early, stay late, work hard, be honest, and be a problem solver. Live by Christ’s teaching, ‘Go the extra mile’ (Matthew 5:41). Maybe people will be reading your story in years to come!

TUES MAY 4

‘”… I will draw water for your camels also ...”’ Genesis 24:19 NKJ

Bekah’s story (3)

Bekah’s story teaches us a really important truth about life: When opportunity comes knocking, make sure you’re ready to answer the door. Rebekah didn’t think about all the hours it’d take to water ten thirsty camels. She didn’t say, ‘Er, sorry, no, I might break a fingernail. Do it yourself.’ She lived by the biblical principle: ‘Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might …’ (Ecclesiastes 9:10). 

She didn’t suddenly change when Eliezer showed up, thinking she could get something good out of him; she had the same servant heart day in, day out. And boy did it pay off! 

Faithfulness always brings rewards. God is watching your attitude and actions in small things. Big moments don’t come to people who wait for them; they come from faithfulness in small moments, daily routine and service behind-the-scenes. Bekah didn’t try to be super-spiritual, she was just kind. As a result she got his attention, earned his respect, and ended up in the family of Abraham. 

One more thing to learn from Bekah: when she took Eliezer home to meet her family they wanted her to follow custom and wait ten days before going meet Isaac. But Bekah said, ‘“… I will go …”’ (Genesis 24:58). When God opens the door, don’t delay. And don’t question if He’s got the right person for the job. If God has called you, you’re the right person. Be a Bekah, and get going.

WED MAY 5

‘We have different gifts ...’ Romans 12:6 NIV

Be yourself!

Have you ever had your French teacher trying to teach you biology? Had the postman cut your hair? Seen an opera singer chase down a robber and arrest them? Watched a dinner lady doing open heart surgery? I’m guessing probably not. Why? Because those people are all skilled in certain areas, and not others. 

If we all went about trying to do everything, the world might be a bit of a mess. Imagine if only postmen cut hair; we’d all be wearing hats to cover the mess. Or French teachers taught biology; we’d all think the human skeleton looked like the Eiffel Tower! People being arrested wouldn’t have a clue what their rights were if they were sung to them in Italian, and you really don’t want chocolate pudding with raspberry sauce putting in place of your heart, do you? But get them all doing what they’re great at and we’d be entertained, get our mail on time, speak great French and have amazing meals put in front of us. 

The Bible says ‘We have different gifts, according to the grace given us.’ It’s time for you to hunt out your gift and develop it. Don’t spend your life trying to be something you weren’t meant to be. God made you who you are and when you try to be somebody else the best you can ever be is number two. So be yourself – after all, there’s no one more qualified to be you than you.

THU MAY 6

‘”I am … the God of Abraham … Isaac, and … Jacob”...’ Exodus 3:6 NKJ

Be a chain-link

Did you ever make a paper chain for a party? You’d painstakingly cut out all the bits of paper, glue them all together, then hang it up. If you hung each loop individually, it wouldn’t look anywhere near as impressive. The loops all needed each other for the chain to work. If just one of them broke, or wasn’t stuck properly; the whole chain would fall down, it wouldn’t be complete any more.

What’s that got to do with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob? Simple. God’s plan for your life is part of a much bigger plan, involving many other people. He might start something through you; but that doesn’t mean you’ll get to see the end of it always. Think of it like you being at one end of the chain, and you affect someone next to you in the chain, then they affect someone else and it goes on. 

It’d be easy to say ‘Yeah, but if I’m not going to see the results, I don’t wanna know’ wouldn’t it? But think back to the paper chain – if you’re the loop that breaks, the whole chain falls down. Don’t be the one who makes it fall. Moses had to learn that he was part of a chain going back years and years and years. Paul got it too – check out 1 Corinthians 3:7-8. It’s amazing what God can do through you, when you recognise that you’re part of a bigger picture.

FRI MAY 7

‘”I was afraid …”’ Luke 19:21 NIV

No fear!

Imagine someone giving you a quarter of a million to look after for them, leaving you to do what you wanted with it. No strings, just an opportunity to make a profit. What would you do? I’m hoping you’d be like the first two servants in Jesus’ parable of the talents, not the third one, who, quite frankly, was a muppet. 

The first two tested their skills, used their initiative, took some risks, made some good investments; and more than doubled their money. The boss-man was happy. But what did the other guy do? His idea; to wrap it up in his hanky and keep it safe in his pocket. What?!? Did you read right? Yup; he hid the cash in an old snot-rag. Boss-man was not a happy bunny with him. He’d completely wasted the opportunity – and so the cash was taken off him and given to the first guy who’d actually used his nous. 

What was muppet-boy’s reason? He was afraid. So afraid, that he did absolutely nothing. Don’t be like that. God’s given you some amazing talents, and He wants you to use them – not hide them away in a hanky. It’s the only way to grow your talents and make them better – if you don’t, you might find out that one day, like the third man, you don’t have them anymore. What a tragedy. Don’t let the fear stop you. Give it a go and make God smile.

SAT MAY 8

‘… believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favouritism.’ James 2:1 TNIV

Are some more ‘equal’ than others?

We’re told here to see everyone as equal, and not have favourites. Does that mean we suddenly have to be ‘best buds’ with everyone? No, not at all. But what it does mean is that we shouldn’t judge other people at all; that should be left to God. We should give everyone an equal chance, not excluding people just because they may not seem the same as us. 

Sarah was 15 and living rough in Manchester. She came along to a youth mission one day, where local teenagers were getting fake tattoos painted on their arms. As she hung back, you could see she wanted one but didn’t dare ask; she obviously expected to be told ‘no’. One of the youth workers, Matt, called her over, and she joined a queue, and had a tattoo done. He’d never seen a smile so big as the one on her face.

It would have been easy to ignore her, but Jesus didn’t want him to. Sarah got involved in a church afterwards, and started to learn more about Jesus. That’s what it means to put the Bible into practice, and not show favouritism. Jesus offers us unconditional love, so shouldn’t we do the same? It’s not always easy if people are different to us; but we owe it to them to love them anyway, the way Jesus loves us, and welcome them into the church family with open arms. It could change their lives and yours, too.

SUN MAY 9

‘… Do not worry about tomorrow ...’
Matthew 6:34 NKJ

What next?

It’s really easy to start to panic as you get a little bit older, thinking about the future. ‘What on earth am I going to do with my life?’ ‘Will I ever find that special someone who makes my heart go aflutter?’ (Yes, even you lads; we know you think about it really!) ‘What if I get really ill; what will I do then?’ ‘Will I be able to get a job?’ ‘Will I have any friends?’ ‘Will I have enough money?’

All those things are perfectly normal things to think about; but here’s the deal. You don’t have to worry about it. At all. Finito. Stop. Seriously; I mean it! God says ‘...Do not worry about tomorrow ...’ and He means it. He has got everything (yep, even that question that you’ve not even asked your best mate) under control. God’s plan for your life doesn’t stop five minutes ago, or even in five minutes time; it goes on, right until the end of your life. 

And get this; it’s a perfect plan. As planners go, God’s the best. Let Him be your life-coach, trust that He’s in control, know that He knows your questions and He’s got them in hand. Read 2 Corinthians 9:8 ‘all things, at all times’; that applies to you too! Relax, knowing that God ‘will meet all your needs according to his glorious riches in Christ Jesus’ (Philippians 4:19 NIV).

MON MAY 10

‘… Do not worry about tomorrow ...’
Matthew 6:34 NKJ

Don’t be a stress-head

Dr Jay Adams tells the story of a guy who decided to quit worrying. When a friend noticed how chilled he looked and asked what he’d done, he said, ‘It’s simple; I just hired a guy to do my worrying for me.’ Asked how much that cost, he replied, ‘£10,000 a month.’ 

‘Where will you get the money?’ his stressed friend asked. His reply? ‘That’s his worry, not mine!’ 

Jesus tells us to hand our worries over to Him; and He won’t even charge us ten grand a month for the pleasure! He understands that we’re anxious about money and clothes and having what we need. So He instructs us, ‘Do not worry, saying, “What shall we eat?”... or “What shall we wear?”’ (Matthew 6:31 NIV). He’s basically saying to you, ‘Don’t be a stress-head!’ Instead, see how much more God’s in control: ‘”Look at the birds … your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?… God clothes the grass of the field … will He not much more clothe you?”’ (Matthew 6:26-30).

God’s a big God. He’ll give you all you need. Stressing is for people who don’t know Him, and don’t have their security in Him. So today, instead of being a stress-head about tomorrow, why don’t you try focusing instead on ‘‘His kingdom and His righteousness and all these things will be given to you as well…’ (Matthew 6:33). Trust that He’s got it all in control.

TUE MAY 11

‘… Do not worry about tomorrow ...’
Matthew 6:34 NKJ

Topsy-turvy

Maybe you’re a ‘news junkie’ but even if you only ever see the news before one of your favourite programmes, you’ll know how depressing current affairs can be. It just seems like it’s all bad news, doesn’t it? And you’re probably finding that as you’re getting a bit older, it’s harder to ignore. Bring back the good old days when you were a kid and no one expected you to have an opinion on it! 

This last year or so, it’s all been about the economy. It affects everything doesn’t it? Allowance cut; ‘Sorry dear, it’s the economy!’ No summer holiday this year; ‘Well, we can’t afford it, what with the economy’. Those new boots you’ve had your eye on for weeks; ‘Not right now, too expensive. Economy!’

It’d be easy to let your whole world be taken over worrying about the economy, and spend hours grumbling about how much better it could be. It’s all around you, and it seems almost impossible not to be ruled by it. But God says you have a choice of two economies; the world’s, and His. 

In God’s topsy-turvy kingdom, the rules are reversed. He owns everything, He’s in charge, and He’ll give you everything you need. Choose not to give in to greed, but instead to give in to God. Trust Him, and know that He’s got your future securely in His hands; He won’t let you down.

WED MAY 12

‘… Do not worry about tomorrow ...’ 
Matthew 6:34 NKJ

Green eyes?

It’s easy when you’re stressing about the future to turn into a green-eyed monster; but God doesn’t want you to be jealous of your mates. His plan for you is perfect for you. His plan for your mate wouldn’t be right for you; so don’t go wanting it! 

If you work hard and listen to God, you’ll end up way better off than if you strive to be like someone else. Why bother wasting time trying to be a bad copy of your mate, when God’s got plans for you to be a completely, totally, amazing, unique, priceless you? 

Think of it a bit like a painting by Leonardo Da Vinci. Given the choice, would you rather have a really good copy of the Mona Lisa, or the original Last Supper? If you’ve got any sense, you’d go for the original! Why? Because no matter how good the copy is, under scrutiny by experts it would still be declared a fake, and would be worth way less than an original. The mistakes would show up. 

Yes, they’re completely different pictures – you may even think you like the other one better – but they’re both amazing for different reasons. God is the artist, you’re the painting. You’re a work in progress; but you’re a complete original. So don’t go trying to get repainted to look like a different painting. Let God do His thing, and let Him take care of tomorrow.

THU MAY 13

‘Stay awake and pray that you won't be tested.’ Matthew 26:41 CEV

Don’t be sleepy

You have shedloads of potential; and probably have no idea of it. God wants to do so much in you, and through you. Even if you’re not convinced of that, there’s someone who is; the devil; and he’ll do anything he can to stop you reaching that potential. So you need to start believing in yourself and get defending against the enemy. 

What’s the best defence? Prayer! You know the areas you struggle with, so get praying about them. Don’t try and go it alone either. Find a couple of Christian mates you really trust, and get together every couple of weeks, share with each other honestly how you’re doing, and commit to pray for each other. That’s a great foundation to have, and the honesty will help you be aware of where the enemy is trying to get at you. Jesus knew we’d all struggle with temptation – today’s word carries on: ‘You want to do what is right, but you are weak.’ (v:41). 

If He’s advising us to pray, then surely it’s the right thing to do! Paul writes: ‘Put on every piece of God’s armour so you will be able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the battle you will still be standing firm … Pray in the Spirit at all times and on every occasion’ (Ephesians 6:13–18 NLT). 

When your prayer life goes, so does your protection. So don’t be sleepy – get praying.

FRI MAY 14

‘We are citizens of heaven.’ Philippians 3:20 NLT

For heaven’s sake!

Patrick Jenkins says, ‘Having lived as missionaries, my family and I realised that moving to another jungle location meant a lot of work. We knew the discomforts of snakes and bugs. One morning, a few days after beginning to clean our temporary home, we were taking a short break. While we were drinking tea a large black beetle flew through the room making a loud buzzing noise. My wife let out a scream. Astonished more by her scream than by the beetle, my youngest daughter cried out, “For heaven’s sake, mum!” After a moment’s silence my wife replied, “That’s the only reason I’m here.”’

Paul says, ‘We are citizens of heaven.’ And Peter speaks of ‘… an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade — kept in heaven for you’ (1 Peter 1:4 NIV). Don’t forget that your life now is only the short story; the whole book is in heaven. Make every decision, think every thought and do every action, remembering where you will be, not just how it will affect you now. 

Don’t wait until you’re in God’s presence before you think ‘Doh! I wish I’d done that before when He asked me to’. Yes, you might end up in the rainforest with yucky  bugs; but if that’s part of God’s plan for you, do you really want to miss out on it? He really does know what He’s asking you to do. So listen to God, and do what He asks; for heaven’s sake! 

SAT MAY 15

‘Suffering produces perseverance’ Romans 5:3–4 NIV

Let God in

At some point in life, you’ll experience suffering. It’s not nice, but you can choose how you’re going to deal with it. You can either ignore God for letting it happen, or you can lean on Him to help you, ask Him what He wants you to learn, and how you can grow through it. That doesn’t mean you have to be chirpy all the time; it’s fine to cry with God, tell Him when you’re feeling stressed, sad, or just downright confused. Just make sure you don’t ignore Him. He’s there, waiting, with His arms wide open, to give you a big hug.

Dealing with suffering in a godly way really refines your character, and that can have a huge impact on other people too, often more than words alone could. 

Sinclair Ferguson tells of a young Christian who contracted AIDS doing medical research in Zimbabwe, and was the first physician to die of AIDS in the UK. In his last days, he suffered so much so he could hardly communicate. His wife couldn’t understand what he was trying to say. He wrote the letter ‘J’, so she went through all the words in his dictionary beginning with J, but they were all wrong. It was only when she tried ‘Jesus’ that she got it right. He wanted her to know that Jesus was with him in his suffering; and that was all either of them needed to know.

SUN MAY 16

 ‘Run from temptations that capture young people. Always do the right thing ... ‘ 2 Timothy 2:22 CEV

Be a convict for Christ!

Did that scripture confuse you? Is it not more likely you’ll end up in black stripes and living behind bars for doing the wrong thing? Let me explain.

First, you need to know what the word ‘convict’ or ‘conviction’ actually means. It simply means being convinced. So being a convict for Christ doesn’t mean you have to end up in prison. It does mean that you need to be convinced of the way God wants you to live, and stick to it. Understanding what the right thing is before you even get into a sticky situation will really help you be able to run away from it, and ‘do the right thing’. 

So, what’s the key to being convinced? The first way is to really get stuck into God’s word. Soak it up like a sponge, ask questions, get people to help you make sense of it; then hold it up next to your life like a mirror and see if it matches. If it doesn’t, start to make changes in the way you live. Before you know it, you’ll find that you’re getting ‘more convinced’, and you’ll instinctively know what’s hot and what’s not when temptation comes your way.

Secondly, talk to God. Ask Him what He wants you to be doing, before things get tough. Ask Him to convince you of the right way to live. Ask Him to show you what you need to change. Go on; be a convict for Christ!

MON MAY 17

‘Even perfection has its limits ...’ Psalm 119:96 NLT 

Perfectionist?

Don’t let fear of failure stop you from trying something – give it a go! Remember these facts when you’re worrying that you won’t be good enough, and take it from there.

FACT: sorry to be the one to break it to you, but no matter how much you may think you’re all that, you’re not perfect and you never will be on this earth. Only Jesus managed that one. Yes, it’s great to strive to be like Jesus in character and, through Him, we’re made perfect in God’s eyes; but that doesn’t mean you have to be perfect at everything you do! Sometimes you just need to give yourself a break.

FACT: having said that, don’t stop trying. God wants you to give things a go. If you make mistakes (which, believe me, you will – and that’s fine), then learn from them and let Him help you. Ask Him what you can take away from the experience and grow from.

FACT: some things, you won’t succeed in at all. That’s too is to be expected, you’re only human, and God’s made us all different. Have reasonable expectations, and don’t put too much pressure on yourself. And remember, the same is true for others. Stuff you are great at, they might not be so don’t be too hard on them if they just don’t get it.

Remember, God doesn’t expect you to be perfect; just to give things a go.

TUE MAY 18

‘… He will order his angels to protect you wherever you go.’ Psalm 91:11 NLT

Have you got a ‘guard God’?

Every two weeks a missionary went to a city to buy medical supplies for the hospital where he worked. One time, he saw two men scrapping. One was really hurt, so he stopped, treated him and shared God’s love with him. Then he headed home, camping in the jungle overnight. When he visited the city two weeks later, the man he’d helped came up to him and said, ‘I knew you carried money and medicine with you, so our gang followed you, planning to kill you for money and drugs. When we were about to attack, we saw 26 armed guards surrounding you.’ The missionary replied, ‘That’s impossible; I was alone.’ But the man insisted he’d seen them.

Months later, he found out that at that exact time, 26 people from his home church had gathered to pray for him. Recognise the number? So, what’s the point? The point is, God’s your guard: ‘He will order his angels to protect you wherever you go.’ The missionary was doing God’s work, and telling people about God’s love. But he also knew the importance of having people backing him up in his life by praying for him. 

Never underestimate how important it is to have prayer behind you in everything. OK, so maybe you’re not a missionary in Africa; but you are a missionary in your school, your family, your town. So get asking people to pray for you; we all need God’s protection, all the time.

WED MAY 19

‘… While he was still a long way off, his father … ran and embraced him ...’ Luke 15:20 NAS

Go home (1): Stop running

Did you ever try and run away when you were little because your parents wouldn’t let you do something? You packed up your favourite teddy and a bag of Quavers in your Teletubbies rucksack and headed for the open road?

If you ever got that far, chances are that your ma and pa were straight out trying to find you, to bring you home. Not because they just wanted to scream and shout at you, but because they loved you, and wanted to look after you. No doubt that would have involved a bit of a telling off; but the reason behind it was love. If you’d have succeeded in running away, what would your life have been like? Dire. The best place for you was with your loving parents. Yeah, being told off wouldn’t have been nice, and you might not have understood it at the time; but nine times out of ten, discipline from parents makes sense when you look back.

So ... why do you run away from God? He’s your perfect Father. He wants the best for you, and will give you everything you need. He won’t ever stop looking for you, and His discipline is always for the best. So stop wasting time running away from Him, or sulking because things don’t seem to be going your way. Instead, turn round and run into His arms – he’s waiting for you. What are you waiting for?

THU MAY 20

‘… While he was still a long way off, his father … ran and embraced him ...’ Luke 15:20 NAS

Go home (2): Do a U-turn

James MacDonald writes: ‘Maybe you’ve done something you think is beyond [God’s] mercy … or someone hurt you and you don’t understand why God let it happen … maybe you’d rather live by your own rules. I don’t know why you’re running, but I know one thing: you’re tired ...  Jesus talked about a son taking off from his dad’s house. After this runner’s rise and fall, he woke up one day in a pig-sty wondering, “How’d I get here? I need to go back but what’ll my dad say?” Have you ever thought, “If I come back how will God receive me?” Some people think He wouldn’t care one way or the other … But that’s not how Jesus described His Father … those feet pounding the pavement are God’s feet running towards you. He’s been scanning the horizon for a glimpse of you … and now that He sees you He’s in a full run. “While he was still a long way off, his father … ran and embraced him.” God put that in the Bible so every runner will know what to expect when they reverse course.’ 

Are you running away from God today? Stop, turn around, come back home. He says, ‘Turn back to me’ (Revelation 3:3). There’s no sin He can’t forgive. It’s OK to do a U-turn. His promise is: ‘... Let him turn to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him …’ (Isaiah 55:7 NIV).

FRI MAY 21

‘… And go all the way with him ...’ Philippians 3:10 TM

Go all the way

How far would you go to stick up for your mate? Would you tell someone to stop having a go at them? Would you take the rap in school if they were on a last warning? Would you step into a fight to take a punch instead of them? Would you spend time with them if they were feeling low? I’m guessing if they’re a great mate, you’d probably at least have a think about doing that stuff for them.

But what about Jesus? Would you stick up for Him if you were being teased about being a Christian? Would you keep reading your Bible on the bus if you were getting laughed at? Would you tell people you’re chatting to Jesus for them, when they’re going through a tough time? Would you choose youth group over chilling out in town?

If you’d do it for your mates, how much more should you be willing to do it for Jesus, your best mate? Paul did; it was his biggest goal: ‘I gave up all that inferior stuff so I could know Christ personally, experience his resurrection power, be a partner in his suffering, and go all the way with him ...’ (Philippians 3:10 TM). He didn’t hold back, he didn’t have any regrets; he was willing to go all the way for God.

So come on; reassess your priorities, and be willing to go all the way for Jesus today.

SAT MAY 22

‘”Because you have been trustworthy ...”’ Luke 19:17 NIV 

Money rules, OK?

Money! It’s the answer to everything, right? Wrong. Money may buy you a bed but it won’t get you sleep. It buys books but won’t give you brains. It gets you medicine but not health. It could buy image but not character. It could even get you religion … but not salvation. 

So, does that mean God doesn’t want you to have money? No, not at all. He will actually trust you with more money when you show that your trust isn’t in your money, but in Him alone (1 Timothy 6:17). When you become a good steward of what you have, God will entrust you with more. ‘…Then he sent for the servants ... he had given the money, in order to find out what they had gained with it. The first one came and said, ‘... Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’ ‘Well done ...’ his master replied. ‘… Because you have been trustworthy in a very small matter, take charge of ten cities’’ (Luke 19:15–17 NIV).

When you can walk away from material things to do God’s will, God will trust you with more. Abraham left the security of his home to fulfil God’s plan, and he ended up one of the world’s wealthiest men. 

Today, are you going to let money be your ruler, or God? I think you’ll find life makes a lot more sense with God in charge, so trust Him today, and show Him He can trust you.

SUN MAY 23

‘”A sower went out to sow his seed ...”’ Luke 8:5 NKJ


How does your garden grow?

The seed of God’s word is full of life, but the soil it’s planted in is the main thing that affects how well it grows; whether that life is nurtured, or suffocated. Are you sucking the life out of God’s seed when He plants it in your life, or are you making space to let it grow? 

If you’re so tough and hard-packed the seed won’t stand a chance and it’ll just shrivel up and die. Maybe you think you’re fine alone and you don’t need God. Well, if that’s you, use prayer as your plough to break up the hard earth.

Perhaps your soil is kind of superficial; it looks great at first glance, but dig a bit deeper and you’ll soon see it doesn’t go deep. You know how to talk the talk, but you’re not really living the life. If that’s you, use prayer as your spade to give you deeper roots and get you going with God. 

Or is your soil heaving with weeds, like a messy bedroom, that’s such a tip you can’t ever find what you’re looking for? There’s so much ‘stuff’ in your life, there’s no space for God’s seed to grow at all. If that’s you, use prayer as your hoe to weed out all the dross.

However your garden grows, get praying. Plough, dig and weed until your soil is good and God is alive in you.

MON MAY 24

‘”Whatever is in your heart determines what you say.”’ Matthew 12:34 NLT

Soaking in the good stuff

Have you ever tried cleaning a car using a sponge and a bucket of dirty water? No matter how clean and nice the sponge is to start off with, as soon as it squelches in that mucky bucket, all you’ll get out of it is gunky water. No matter how much you squeeze it out, it won’t get clean again until you put it in some nice clean soapy water. Use that sort of water, and you’ll get the car sparkling in no time. The sponge is only ever going to be as effective as what it soaks up. 

What’s that got to do with today’s word? Think about it. You’re the sponge, and if you soak up dirty stuff, you’re going to give out dirty stuff. How can you hope to clean up your life if you’re not immersing yourself in something sparkly and great? The only way to make sure you’re saying the right stuff, acting the right way and living the way God wants, is to soak yourself in Him, right to your core, your heart. 

Spend time reading the Bible. Make it a priority to pray. Fill yourself with God’s goodness, and it’ll spill over into your relationships, your life, just about everything. Today, make sure you’re soaking up the good stuff, and filling your heart with God, so that everything that comes out of your mouth is good and godly.
TUE MAY 25

‘… It is wonderful to say the right thing at the right time!’ Proverbs 15:23 NLT

Perfect timing

Has someone ever said something to you at completely the wrong moment? Just before a date, your sister criticises your outfit and completely knocks the wind out of your sails. Or heading into an exam, your mate reminds you how you flunked out last time. Confidence gone!

Just remember the next time you’re about to shoot your mouth off; do you really need to say that, and if you do, is right now the best time for it? Could it be worth taking a few seconds to pray about it? After all, your words could break someone’s day. 

But just as easily, they could make someone’s day too. There’s nothing better than someone saying something great at just the right time. You’re having the worst day ever, everything’s going wrong, then completely out of the blue someone says something really lovely, and compliments you. It makes you smile all day (once you’ve got over the initial embarrassment), and when you’re feeling down, you remember it. Or maybe a mate tells you how much your advice has helped them, just when you’ve been thinking you never had anything worth saying. 

Remember; your words could make or break someone’s day. Our challenge is to think and pray about how we can say the right thing at the right time today.

WED MAY 26

‘Cease from anger … it only causes harm.’ Psalm 37:8 NKJ

Don’t be a festering bomb

When you hear the words ‘World War II’, perhaps you think ‘History, all in the past. Dull, dull, dull. Nothing to do with me.’ But believe me, if someone says ‘World War II bomb’, you should sit up and listen.

That’s because there are still heaps of WW2 bombs buried in the most random places; and just because they didn’t explode way back then doesn’t mean they won’t now. Actually, the longer they’re left, the more dangerous they are. Without getting too technical, the insides corrode, the detonator can be exposed, and the bomb is unstable; which means it could go off at any time, risking destruction and death to anyone nearby: even now, all those years after the war. 

A festering bomb is a very dangerous bomb; and the same can be said for festering anger. If you bury your anger and let it fester away under the surface, it could explode at any time, when you least expect it. Don’t be proud of anger, but pray about it. 

It’s dangerous; it hurts those closest to you; it causes you to lose respect in the eyes of others; it can slam doors of opportunity in your face; and God doesn’t like it. Check out what He says about anger in Psalm 37:8, Proverbs 16:32 and Proverbs 19:11. Today, do your best to diffuse any festering anger bombs in your life before they go off. 

THU MAY 27

‘Take a lesson from the ants ...’ Proverbs 6:6 NLT

Be like a bug

‘What on earth have ants got to teach me?’ you might well be wondering right now. Quite a lot, as it turns out. And the main lesson we can draw out today concerns work.

Yep, work: that annoying thing that stops you sleeping all day, and having fun all night. Whether it’s at school, college or a job, there’s no escaping work. But work is not a dirty word. God made work and he gave it to us to do. Having the right attitude to work is crucially important – without it, you could find yourself in a bit of a pickle with exams, colleagues, money. So how can we get it right, starting now?

Over to our itsy-bitsy friends, the ants:

1) If you want to play hard, you have to work hard. Check out Proverbs 6:6-11 in The Message. If you want to enjoy your summer holiday, then don’t slack off in lessons during this term. You need to work hard now to prepare for whatever job you may end up with in the future. If you’re working, don’t blow all your wages but save some for the future. Boring, maybe. But wise.

2) Work together, and help others out. Ants work together to carry stuff that individually they wouldn’t have a chance with. If there’s something you’re good at, offer to help out a friend who isn’t so good. Maybe they can help you with something in return.

FRI MAY 28

‘… He will take care of you ...’ Psalm 55:22 NLT 

God will take care of you!

Gladys Aylward, missionary to China more than fifty years ago, was forced to flee when the Japanese invaded Yuncheng. With only one assistant, she led 100 orphans over the mountains towards free China. During the journey she was petrified. After a sleepless night she started the day with no hope of reaching safety. A thirteen-year-old girl in the group reminded her of the story of Moses and the Red Sea. ‘But I’m not Moses,’ Gladys sighed in despair. ‘Of course you aren’t,’ the girl said, ‘but God is still God!’ They all made it through safely, and were reminded that no matter how inadequate they felt, God was still God, and they could still trust Him. 

Sometimes God calms the storm; other times He lets the storm rage and calms us. If you’re overboard in a stormy sea, are you going to sulk that it’s still stormy, claiming God doesn’t care, and try and swim to safety yourself, or are you going to get in the lifeboat God’s offering you, and let Him take you through the storm to the safety of the shore, spending some quality time with Him on the way as He steers you through the waves?

Next time you feel like you’re in a storm and it’s not letting up; take a time-out, and ask God to help you calm down. Trust Him, knowing that whatever the situation, however small you feel, God is still God; and He’s massive.

SAT MAY 29

‘Whoever says to the guilty, ‘You are innocent’ peoples will curse ...’ Proverbs 24:24 NIV

Tough love

Have you ever lied to protect the reputation of someone you love, covered up for a mate or rushed in to ‘help’ without being asked? We’re not talking about acts of compassion where help is genuinely needed here, but we’re talking about a destructive kind of helping. 

It’s natural to want to protect someone you love from the painful consequences of their actions. But by letting them off the hook you might end up hurting them more, according to the Bible. Sometimes, people need to hit rock bottom before they’ll let God help them back up; so you stepping in may not be helping in the long run. 

You may know the story of the prodigal son; he ended up in a pigsty before he got serious about his sin problem. His dad didn’t step in and interfere though. Is that because he didn’t care? No, of course not. It was tough for him to stand by and watch (it’s called ‘tough love’ for a reason). When the son ‘came to his senses, he said ‘…”here I am starving to death! I will … go back to my father and say … I have sinned”’ (Luke 15:17–18). As a result of not being ‘helped out’ too early, his life was so much better in the end, and so were his relationships. 

So maybe you need to back off, and place your loved one into God’s hands. He loves them even more than you do.

SUN MAY 30

‘Lead me, O Lord … make Your way straight before my face.’ Psalm 5:8 NKJ

Get yourself a ‘God–Nav’!

Thank the Lord for the satnav. Once upon a time, we all planned our own routes painstakingly with maps and atlases; or simply jump in the car and set off hoping that road signs would guide the way. Either way, if you got lost, getting back on track was hard work and you had to rely on your passengers for help. 

The best thing about satnavs is that, should you ever go off track, it says ‘recalculating’, takes a few seconds then gives you a new route. It may take a bit longer than the original route, but you’ll still get there eventually if you follow the directions. One thing a satnav can’t ever do though, is drive the car for you (not yet, anyway!). You have to do the driving, and you choose whether to follow the instructions or not.

God is a bit like a perfect satnav. If you go off course (which we all do at times) He’ll try and get you back on track; but He won’t take over driving the car. You can always choose to ignore Him. One big difference is that with God, you may not know your immediate destination; you’ve not programmed it in, God has. It may be a bit scary following directions when you’re not sure where you’re going; but one thing you can be sure of is that it’s the best place for you. 

MON MAY 31

‘”You are the salt of the earth … You are the light of the world.”’ Matthew 5:13-14 NKJ

Make some waves

Were Jesus and his mates afraid of making waves? Not at all! They actually wanted  to do that. Jesus would be pleased to read ‘”He stirs up the people …”’ (Luke 23:5), and the apostles would be chuffed to hear that they had ‘”... turned the world upside down …”’ (Acts 17:6). What about you? Are you excited that you could make waves with your mates, or does the thought of that scare you silly?

Jesus said: ‘”You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavour ... It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out … You are the light of the world ... Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all … Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father …”’ (Matthew 5:13–16). Salt is meant to flavour; not sit on a shelf in a shaker. Light is meant to brighten, not just to look pretty. You are meant to tell people the good news of Jesus, not just know it yourself.

You might be thinking ‘But I’m so shy’, ‘I don’t know what to say’ or ‘I don’t know the Bible enough’. They’re all excuses, so get over it! You are the only Christian some of your mates will ever meet; a lot is riding on you. Get out there and make some waves.
